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Personal Project
Reflecting
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Reflecting: Why did you do the 
personal project?
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In this 
stage of 

the project 
you will …

Explain the 
impact of the 

project on 
you or your 

learning

Evaluate your 
product 

based on the 
success 
criteria

Provide 
evidence and 
examples to 
support your 

reflection
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“We do not learn from experience ... 
we learn from reflecting on 

experience.” 
John Dewey

4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Tachina Lee on Unsplash (https://unsplash.com/photos/-wjk_SSqCE4)
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Think–pair–share

• What did I learn since I started 
the personal project?

• What advice would I give to 
someone starting the personal 
project?

• What am I most proud of 
achieving through the personal 
project?
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Presentation Notes
Photo by Diego PH on Unsplash (https://unsplash.com/photos/fIq0tET6llw)
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Evaluating your product
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• Comment on each of your success criteria.
• Describe the extent to which you met each 

criterion.
• State whether there were any unexpected 

features that you achieved.

Did you 
achieve your 

success 
criteria?

• Gather evidence to show the success criteria 
that you met.

• Give evidence or examples to explain why you 
were unable to meet other success criteria.

How do you 
know?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When students have completed their product, they use the success criteria that were developed early in the personal project to evaluate the extent to which they achieved their product goal. This evaluation forms the basis for discussing the impact of the project and can also help students to select the evidence of the ATL skills to include in their report.
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Reflection prompts

When reflecting, you might want to ask 
yourself:

• Were my success criteria too easy or too 
difficult?

• How did the ATL skills contribute to the 
success of my product?

• How did the ATL skills contribute to the 
success of my learning?

• What was in my control? What was outside 
of my control?

• What would I do differently if I started 
again? 7

If you did not meet all your success criteria, it does not mean you 
have not been successful overall.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Image: https://thenounproject.com/search/?q=reflecting&i=27835 (public domain) 
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Reflecting on the impact of the project
Because the personal project consists of a process and a product, 
it can result in a variety of impacts:
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Possible impacts of the learning goal Possible impacts of the product

● Demonstrating and developing 
specific ATL skills 

● Extending knowledge about an area of 
interest 

● Gaining confidence by completing an 
independent project 

● Meeting a need in the 
community 

● Showcasing the students’ skills 
or abilities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When reflecting on the project, it is important to remember that the process can have a positive impact even if the product is not successful.
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IB learner profile
“Reflective: We thoughtfully 
consider the world and our own 
ideas and experience. We work to 
understand our strengths and 
weaknesses in order to support our 
learning and personal 
development.”
Reflective is one of the 10 
attributes of the IB learner 
profile. We know that reflecting 
on our learning helps us move 
forward. You might wish to use 
the IB learner profile attributes 
as a tool to help you reflect on 
your learning.
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LINK

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Link to the Learner Profile: https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/fd82f70643ef4086b7d3f292cc214962/learner-profile-en.pdf

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/fd82f70643ef4086b7d3f292cc214962/learner-profile-en.pdf
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Activity

• What progress did you make towards your learning goal?
• How have you grown or changed as a result of the project?
• How has your project changed you as a learner?
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Jordan McDonald on Unsplash (https://unsplash.com/photos/vkx0kgKx9VA)
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In the report
At the end of the personal project, you will submit a report 
with a section about this phase of the project. You will need 
to:

• explain the impact of the project on yourself and/or 
your learning

• evaluate your product based on the success criteria
• support your reflection with detailed examples and 

evidence.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of supporting evidence could include:
evaluation of the product against the success criteria
images showing key features of the product
analysis of the causes for success and/or failure
summary of new knowledge or insights related to the learning goal.
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Exhibition or 
showcase

Your school may also have a 
showcase or exhibition for all 
students to present their 
projects. This is also a chance to 
reflect—but more importantly—
to celebrate your hard work!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Photo by Ian Stauffer on Unsplash (https://unsplash.com/photos/bH7kZ0yazB0)
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Questions?
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