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Dear Personal Project Candidate

Have you ever wanted to build a go-Kart or a kayak? Have you ever wanted to know how
rockets flye Have you ever wondered how our solar system works2e Do you have a secret
passion to write or direct a play? Now is your chance! The Personal Project will provide you
with an opportunity to do or to create something that YOU love.

The Personal Project is a requirement for all year 10 students at Australian International
Academy (AIA). It is a significant body of work produced over an extended period of time
and is a work of your own initiative that reflects your experience with the Middle Years
Programme. This is the time to put your Approaches to Learning skills into action.

The International Baccalaureate Organisation places great importance on the expression of
your unique talents, so the Personal Project explores a personal passion rather than a topic
that someone else requires. Your inspiration may come from a journal prompt, a
brainstorming session, a personal life experience, or an extension of a project you complete
in class.

It is your responsibility to complete all components of the project independently however the
process is monitored with the assistance of a supervisor. The topic of your project should be
clearly focused on an issue or a theme closely related to one of the Global Contexts. Use
your Global Contexts as the lens you through to delve deeper into your topic. Your research
must be well-documented and reflect your product. Remember you will be working on this
project for an extended period of fime, so choose something you are truly passionate about.

Most of the work involved in the Personal Project will be completed outside of class. The
supervisor allocated to you will provide you with guidance and support. Your supervisor will
guide you through thoughtful reflections and help you establish benchmarks to reach the
goals you have set yourself.

You will dedicate a great deal of fime and effort to your project and take great pride in
producing an extended piece of independent work. Your completion of a successful
project is an excellent preparation for future studies, job interviews and career
development. We are excited for you to embark on your new exploration. Use your time
wisely as your supervisor guides you through this exciting part of your high school
experience. Good luck! We can’'t wait to see your Personal Project.

Ms Silvana Harba - MYP Personal Project Coordinator



Personal Project Timeline

Year 10, 2021
Term 4- Induction =  Personal Project (PP) presentation to all Year 10 students. An overview of structure and
2020 week expectations.
= Thinking about areas/topics of interest.
Week 4 =  Review of PP requirements and expectations. =  Criterion A
=  Student Personal Project Guide (Investigating)
=  ManageBac
o = Supervisors confirmed and allocated to students. =  Criterion B (Planning)
§ =  Meeting 1 preparations
- Week 5 Personal Project meeting 1 o
= = |nitial meeting with your supervisor - C"t?r'on C'
A =  Personal Project Proposal on ManageBac (Taking Action)
Week 8 Personal Project meeting 2 .

Working through and finalising criteria A and B
Start working on your product

Start working on the
product

Term 1
Break

Work on your success criteria and product over the break.

Criteria A, B, C requirements (including the Product) to be completed and due Week 2 of

term 2.
Week 5 Personal Project meeting 3 =  Criterion D
=  Criteria A, B and C requirements completed. (Reflecting)
o =  Report expectations discussion
§ = Working on the Report draft
‘g Week 8 Report Draft due to Supervisors =  Report draft to be
E uploaded on to
ManageBac under
‘Project Documents’
and clearly named
o © Criteria A, B & C completed satisfactorily and submitted by due date.
£ 2 2 credit points
& &
Week 2 PP Report due
Criteria A, B, C, D due — word limit of 3500
(Note: Special attention to required report structure, reflection and understanding of the Global
Context, journal extracts selected- source evaluations, success criteria, profiles, ATL skills, referencing,
bibliography and appendix).
Report to be uploaded on to ManageBac under ‘Project Documents’ and clearly named.
Week 3-8 PP Exhibition display preparation Display to include:
o =  The research to your
= inquiry questions.
; *  Your goal and Global
€ Context
E =  Your Product
=  Anything else you
would like to present.
Week 9 Personal Project Exhibition-

Projects showcased in the Exhibition.
AlA Students, staff, Parents and Local Community invited.

Project Reports marked, moderated and internally standardised by Supervisors.

Sem 2
Report

Criterion A, B, C and D marks awarded.
2 credit points awarded based on Grade boundary.

*A copy of this timeline will also be available on ManageBac and Compass.




INTRODUCTION

The Personal Project is an important culminating event of your
time in the IB Middle Years Programme and a requirement for
completion of the MYP Cerfificate. This is your opportunity to
showcase the skills you have developed and apply them to
an issue or topic that you care deeply about. You will be
working on this project for an extended period of time.

It must be CHALLENGING, something you REALLY WANT TO DO and will be
proud to share and present to the AIA community.

Your product and the final report are due at different times. Your Personal
Project will award you 4 credit points, two in semester 1 and two in
semester 2. As with all your subjects, there are 4 criteria against which you
will be assessed.

THE THREE PARTS

The personal project is made up of three main parts. In order to do well,
all three parts need to be carefully thought out and completed.

S .

1. The Process Journal

2. The Product 3. The Report



As the project is an individualised project, you have the opportunity to
choose something that you enjoy doing so that you can learn more
about it. You focus on the topic through one Global Context as you
research and create your chosen project. The process of learning and
your reflection on what you have learned is as important as the
project itself.

Aims of the Personal Project
The aims of the Personal Project are to allow you to:
+ participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a Global Context
+ generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in
depth investigation
demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an
extended period of time
communicate effectively in a variety of situations
demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning
appreciate the process of learning and take pride in your accomplishments.

Project Assessment

The Personal Project is an important part of the MYP program. To be awarded an '"MYP Certificate of
Achievement', students need to achieve a minimum MYP grade of 3 for the project report. The final
grade is recorded on each student’s report.

The project report contributes the major component of the final grade. Whilst your project is
important, it is the process of learning, evaluation and reflection which is the focus for assessment, as
discussed in your report. Assessment is based on 4 criteria which reflect the objectives of the project.
Students must show a deep understanding of the Global Context upon which they have based their
project. All strands of each criterion must be addressed in the report and you need to demonstrate IB
carner and ATL attributes throughout.




OBJECTIVES

Objective A: Investigating

Students should:

i. define a clear goal and context for the project, based on personal interests
i. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project

ii. demonstrate research skills.
Objective B: Planning

Students should:
i. develop criteria for the product/outcome
ii. plan and record the development process of the project

ii. demonstrate self-management skills.
Objective C: Taking action

Students should:
i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, context and criteria
i. demonstrate thinking skills

ii. demonstrate communication and social skills.
Objective D: Reflecting

Students should:

i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria

i. reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding
of the topic and the Global Context

i. reflect on their development as an IB learner through the project.

All strands in each criterion need to be addressed in the report, with evidence provided from references or the

project journal.



The student is able to...

r define a clear and highly
challenging goal and
context for the project.
based on personal interests

r identify prior learning and
subject-specific knowledge

that is consistently highly
relevant to the project

n demonstrate excellent
research skills,

8L

mn define o clear and
challenging goal and
context for the project.
based on personal interests

r identify prior learning and
subject-specific knowledge
generally relevant to the
project

rn demonstrate substantial
research skills,

9°S

m outline a basic and
appropriate goal and
context for the project.
based on personal interests

m identify basic prior
learning and subject-
specific knowledge, relevant
to some areas of the project

Ve

n demonstrate adequate
research skills,

m state a goal and context
for the project, based on
personal interests. but this
may be limited in depth or
accessibility

r identify prior learning and
subject-specific knowledge.
but this may be limited in
occurrence or relevance

[}

n demonstrate limited
research skills,

r develop rigorous criteria
for the product/outcome

m present a detailed and
accurate plan and record of
the development process of
the project

n demonstrate excellent
self-management skills.

m develop substantial and
appropriate criteria for the
product/outcome

m present a substantial plan
and record of the
development process of the
project

n demonstrate substantial
self-management skills.

n develop adequate criteria
for the product/outcome

m present an adequate plan
and record of the
development process of the
project

n demonstrate adequate
self-management skills.

r develop limited criteria for
the product/outcome

m present a limited or
partial plan and record of the
development process of the

project

mn demonstrate limited self-
management skills

= create an excellent
product/ outcomae in
response to the goal. Global
Context and criteria

= demonstrate excellent
thinking skills

= demonstrate excellent
communication and social
skills.

= create s substantial
product/ outcomae in
response to the goal. Global
Context and criteria

= demonstrate substantial
thinking skills

= demonstrate substantial
communication and social
skills.

= create a basic product/
outcome in response to the
goal, Global Context and
criteria

=~ demonstrate adequate
thinking skills

=~ demonstrate adequate

communication and social
skills.

= create a limited product/
outcome in response to the
goal, Global Context and
criteria

= demonstrate limited
thinking skills

= demonstrate limited
communication and social
skills

= present an excellent
evaluation of the quality of the
product/ outcome against his or
her criteria

= present excellent reflection

on how completing the project
has extended his or her
knowledge and understanding of
the topic and Global Context

= present excellent reflection
on his or her development as an
IB learner through the project.

= present a substantial
evaluation of the quality of the
product/ outcome against his or
her criteria

= present substantial reflection

on how completing the project
has extended his or her
knowledge and understanding of
the topic and Global Context

= present substantial reflection
on his or her development as an
IB learner through the project

= present s basic evaluation of
the quality of the product/
outcome against his or her
criteria

= present adequate reflection

on how completing the project
has extended his or her

knowledge and understanding of
the topic and Global Context

= present adequate reflection
on his or her development as an
IB learner through the project.

= present a limited evaluation
of the quality of the product/
outcome against his or her
criteria

= present limited reflection on
how completing the project has
extended his or her knowledge
and understanding of the topic
and Global Context

= present limited reflection on
his or her development as an 18
learner through the project



B LEARNER PROFILE

Inquirer

Evidence of addressing and/or developing these need to be included
in your journal and referred to in your report ©

Your natural curiosity is nurtured.

You will have the skills necessary to help you ask questions and find answers,
actively and through research. You enjoy learning and your love of learning
will stay with you for life.

Knowledgeable

You explore concepts, ideas and issues across many subjects and you learn
to relate these to issues that are local, national and global. Your knowledge
helps you understand important links between events.

Thinker

You show initiative in thinking, you can identify the most important details of any
information you are given, and you can solve complex problems creatively.

Communicator

You can express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than
one language and use different media and ways to present your ideas.

Courageous

You are willing to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. Often your ideas take
an independent approach and you are willing to defend the things in which
you believe. Sometimes doing this requires courage.

Principled

You are honest, fair and respectful (and importantly, these principles are 3 out
of 4 of Gold Creek School’s values). You have a strong sense of justice.

Caring

You show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings
of others. You have a personal commitment to action and service to make a
positive difference to the environment and to the lives of others. This fits very
well with Gold Creek School’s values.

Openminded

By understanding and appreciating your own culture, you are accustomed to
seeking and considering a range of points of view. This makes you open to the
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and cultures.

Balanced

You understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives —
intellectual, physical, spiritual and emotional — to achieve well-being for yourself
and others. You demonstrate perseverance and self-discipline.

Reflective

You are thoughtful. You can consider your own learning and personal
development, and analyse your strengths and weaknesses in a manner that
helps you develop.

based on the IB Learner Profile © International Baccalaureate



PROJECT CYCLE

Evaluate the
quality of the
service as action
or product/
outcome

Reflect on
knowledge and
understanding

Reflect on their . A
development Taking action
of ATL/as an B

pamer

Demonstrate
service as action/
create a product
or outcome

Visualizing The Project Objectives

Based largely on the Design Cycle you are already familiar
with, this graphic shows you how the process unfolds. Can you
see how each section of this diagram is assessed?¢ Which of the
four elements of your Personal Project (goal, journal, product,
report) are going to reflect these segments?



"OUB}ID ¥ BY} Ypm dn
BUI| S|IXS 1LY D1109ds MOY 0O 3OO0 PaIN}oNIjs $S9.IS UM J[09p
-z sebod uQ ||| NOA MOY pPUD ‘SUOHDIISNI
‘SsounjpuI

‘@oUpIBASsIod
Ajjoou10ads ssaippp PN INOA

O} JuoM Aupw NOA s|Iifs LV Paisebbns | o 150110 “S|IS SAIOOLD

4O Jsl| D sl s|y] "podal [oul 8y} Ul pup ssed0id 1NOQD Y|D} O} PBBU NOA
2yl InoyBNnouy} $s800Ns J810aIb Of SPpI| Saul|peap 193N "X
siy] “Josloid auipus INOA BUuuNp s|IXS 1LV uonesiues.io,

INOA 1NOQgD JUIY} NOA 1oy} juppodwi OS I} SUOISN|2U0D 353 X3
3upjuiyy [eanuy,,

MoUu

3ulylswos a1easd ‘udisaqg X3

2I0W D PUl} |[IM NOA

SuUOI31eN}IS M3U 03 S||1)S
pue 93pajmouy| Ajddy 'xa
Jaysued]

SaAI109dsJad

J0 98ueu e 323§ 'Xd
Adesay| elpain

$924N0S UMD
SUOI129UU0D BN "X
Adeuayi) uonewuoyu]

Saul|peap 193N X3
:o_umm_:mmho*
SUOISN|DUOD 359] X3

] Sunjuiyy [eaD SuBjuI BAneaI),

-~

dA|0SaJ pue a8eue|p "X
uoneIoqe||0p,,

up sPapPI a1PILOBBN ‘X8
$s320ns Je|ndjjied e aulyd P : : uonedjunwwo Sunjuiya annneal
J=d Sl UoLDDIUNWIWOD Hed! L Pulyl sARealdy

JoUID3| D SO PaBUBYD Mmau J2uas) juswngie ue dojansp
© ¢ssaoons ajowoud ||ysieyl - OA,NOA MOY JBPISUOD "X 3ulylawos a1eald ‘ugisaQ X3 SAI9E Ue 9g X3 wusn_bco.u 0} uonewojul JUBAI|3l
© pinoa/pip moH ‘papasu o | AHlICIXS| Sjpysuoweq xe 3upjuiyy anneasd, ’ pue mpma_u_tmn_ IS 9sjuedio pue Jayien "xa
© pasnnoA s syl Aynuspr - UOHOD|}O BEIVEAN]| co;mu:.S.EEou 3upjuiyy [eand
: ‘uonenyis ayy Suiquosap - SIBYOooS| PUL 9AI10E U 3g "Xd 91NQlIIU0d T * 9|qIssodwil SWaas } I UIAD
puoAag ‘SUlWOdLOYs IO ° s1eed ypm sbpsmoLy pue ajedpilied ‘xa PIFUOI “quaJtayip Sulyrawos Al "xa

adsssansa

101]}U0d saAdadsiad
9A|0S3J pue adeue|p ‘X3 J3Y30 03 Ud3SIT "X
uoneosiyies uolleloqe||od, ssaujnjpuiw uoneloqe|o)
SuiAe|ap asiyoeud "xd uoI19e41SIp SUIWO0243N0
Aem 3A130NI3SUOD dJUBI|1S9Y "X pue snoqy |ejusw
B ul aJ4njiey yum Suijeaq ‘xa 9JUBJIDADSIDd "X Jo 1uawdo|ana(q "xa UOIIBAIIOW-}[3S°X3 SupjuIy}
SNV 4 ONIIIIYPY 4 SNV 4 SAINISOd "X3 SAIIIBYY 4
O uonoy
N SU1193|49Y :@ UOLIdII) Sunje] ) uondus) Suluue|d :g uouaus) Sunesnsanu| iy uoudNL)

“OO8UNOA IS DUL TV




Include:

«  thoughts

« sketches

= ideas

« pictures

« notes from meetings

= source evaluation (reliability

as opposed to just usefulness)

o

MANAGEBAC

/‘“ }ou must bring your process journal to every meeting with your mentor.
"Review your process journal entries after your meeting. Try to include:
e Date
e Summary of what you have worked on
e Feedback from mentor
e Reflection (what am | doing well, what do | need to do differently, why?)
e Identify which ATL you are using during this reflection
e Action (what do | do next?)

At the end you will to choose10 entries from your journal to
show how you worked through the criteria. These extracts are
submitted for grading.

)
I:-._ /4

Organize it using tabs, colours, symbols. An outsider should be able to pick it
up, find what s lportant and understand how things are filed
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WHAT TO INCLUDE....

Use this chart to help you as you write in your journal. This will
ensure you don’'t leave anything out and provides you with the
extracts you will need later to support your report.

Criterion A:

Criterion B:

Criterion C:

Criterion D:

steps?e

Global Context:
*Why this one?
*How is your
understanding of it
changing? (this is
ongoing and needs

to be fairly
sophisticated)

Knowledge:

*What don't you
know?

*What do you
already know?

*Which subjects are
you relying on for
knowledge and
understanding?

Show your
research...

*Who and why?2
*Notes

*How did it change
your perspective?

*Source analysis

*Are they rigorous?2
My Plan:
*Give an overview
*Show it!

*How am | managing
my fime?¢

*How are things
developing? (this
needs fo be stated a
few times)

Self-management:
*How am | managing
the work?

*What am | doing
well?

*What am | struggling
withg

*What are the
solutions?2

*ATL reflection

explanations to go
with the pictures

Thinking skills:

*Evidence of the 3
types of Thinking skills:

*Critical thinking
Creative thinking
*Transfer

Communication/
social:

*Who did you
collaborate with?

*Who did you
interview?

*What new social skills
did you learn@

*What was difficult?
*Where is the proof of

your work with your
supervisore

Goal Planning Taking Action [Reflecting
*Goal: My Criteria: Product: Evaluation:
*Why?2 *How were they *Pictures of the *Be thorough
developed? development ofthe
*How is it product as well as the | *Strengths?
challenging? *Who is my target final version
audience? Why?2 Weaknesses?
*What are your next *Notes and

*What would you
change?

*Don't try to hide an
area of weakness- use
it to your advantage-
reflect upon it!
Knowledge:

What have learned
about this field
through the projecte
*What have you
learned about your
Global Context?

*Be specific

*Be thorough

*Don't stick to the
surface

Yourself as an IB
Learner:

*The process
*Design cycle
*Inquiry

*Learner Profile
attributes

*ATLs




Your supervisor is @ member of staff who will guide you through your
project. This person is going to be there to support you and offer you
advice. You will meet a number of times over the course of your Personal
Project journey

What will those meetings look like?

THE MEETINGS

» Set by you, the student

» Documented in your process journal "‘h
; . ) = T B
» A time for questions and suggestions e

* Aregular check-up of progress made

| Date: Monday, 5¢pf¢mb¢r5 2016
- Today my supervisor and I went

§ over my topic and worked out my

 final goal. 4708 S TEAUHING 3

‘T.So faf’, I think I will choose MS MENTOR

'_;Zwo%mmawmy HT 6’3" WT 187 DOB 06.06.1966
- It seems to be the best fit. We .

} will meet again in a weeks 1o sign A

 the necessary papers so that I

can upload them toManageBac.

—

rovo:

‘o Enter final 'goal on ManageBac T O Sem Barege e

*  Find the forms and fill them out

‘o Look up 6C document and figure

. out If I have the right one.

*  Sendmentor cma/// ut ncxr
meeting

Supervisor sign:

!
Your supervisor muyst:

Be a visible presence in your process journal. In your final report, you have
to prove (through extracts) that your supervisor read and commented on
your progress. This is easy to do if they have access to your process journal
(either digital or hard copy).

Your supervisor myst not:

Set up supervisor meetings - that is up to you to do!

/ ,e/L'M

Remember, when you send an email or talk to them in person, alittle
courtesy goes a long way. Be polite!

O
2.
-
O,
-
>
)
D
O
>—




The Goal = Criterion A (Investigating)
This is the most important stage of your project.

A clear, challenging yet do-able goal will allow you to successfully
complete this project.

Aim to create an ISMART goal!

Inspired: What is inspirational? What drives you? Where did your idea
come frome

S Specific: Clearly outline what you want to achieve

Measureable: How will you know when you have achieved the goal?

M When do you know to stop?

A  Attainable: Make sure it is possible to finish / complete what youstarted

R Relevant: Everything in the goal must be relevant to the Personal
Project, especially the Global Context.

T Timely: Can you finish this in the time given?g Will it keep you busy

enough?

THE FORMULA:

I will research

(list the skill, facts or information needed)

in order to make/produce

(the final product/outcome)

for
(my target audience/consumer)
FXAMPLES
Challenging Goals Highly Challenging Goals

| will research photography techniques | will research photography techniques

to create a photo journal outlining my to create a photo essay about

progress for my own personal use. relationships between young and old
for members of my community.

| will research reusable products to | will research reusable products to
create a durable, reusable bag out of create a line of durable, reusable bags
recycled materials for adults. out of recycled materials to sell at a

local craft market to adults.

| will research homelessness in my | will research homelessness in my
community in order to write an article  community in order to write and
about the homeless in my community  publish a piece of fiction based on my
to publish in my town newspaper. research for a teen audience.

13




GLOBAL CONTEXTS

“Global contexts direct learning towards independent and shared inquiry intfo our
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet. Using the world as the

broadest context for learning, MYP projects can develop
meaningful explorations of:” (8o Project Guides, 22).

Who arewe?

\_
Identity 'o
Beliefs and values w "
|dentities and Personal health ,,
relationships Physical health
Whe am |2 Mentalhealth

(<]
Socialhealth :
Spiritualhealth ﬂ
Humanrelationships, including families, friends, role models
Communitiesandcultures

Fairness and
development

What are the
conseguencesofour

Rightsandresponsibilities

Therelationshipsbetweencommunities

Sharing finite rescurces with other people and with other living things
Accessto equal opportunities

Pecce and conflictresolution

Globalization and
Sustainability

How iseverything
connected?

The interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities
The relationship between local and global processes

How local experiences mediate the global

The opportunities and tensions provided by world-interconnectedness
The impact of decision-making on humankind and the environment

Orientation in space
and time

Whatis the meaning
of 'where' and
‘when'?

Personal histories

Homes andjourneys

Turning pointsin humankind

Explorations and migrations of humankind
Discoveries

Personal and
cultural expression
What is the nature and
purpose of creative

The ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature,
culture, beliefs and values

The ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our crectivity
Qur appreciation of the aesthetic (beauty)

Scientific and

technical innovation
How do we
understand the world
in which welive?

The natural world and its laws

The interaction between people and the natural world

How humans use their understanding of scientific principles

The impact of scientific and technological advances on communities
and environments

The impact of environments on human activity

How humans adapt environments to their needs.

14




My Goal:

My Global Context: ( \
y lobdi-ontex Keep this

exploration as an
underlying focus

[ Fairness and development
[ Globalisation and sustainability

[ Identities and relationships and direction for
[ Orientation in space and fime your research
[ Personal and cultural expression k and project. J

[ Scientific and technical innovation

e )

Which Exploration?2

Why this Global Context?2

\ /

My Inquiry Question:
(What are you hoping to ANSWER by doing this project - use your
Global Context to guide this exploration)

Please complete the worksheet on ManageBac with this information.

15




How will you know if you have succeeded? Just like in design class,
you must define measurable, achievable and realistic criteria to
measure the quality of the final product. You can use checklists and
rubrics. This can only be done properly once you have done some
research into your goal and have agreed with your mentor what you
want to achieve. Use your research to guide your criteria, and think
of things other than aesthetics.

For Example:

Goal

| will research health and personal fitness in order to design a
personal fithess program for teens.

( Possible Criteria: \

* My program is founded in research

* My program includes examples of healthy meals
* My program includes a schedule for training
* My program keeps teens interested

*| completed my product on time
ws’ruck to my budget j

16
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CREATING CRITERIA

Define those criteria that can only really be assessed as yes/no or
finished/unfinished. One has been defined for you. Now add what else
you will need to evaluate your product.

* | finished my product by the deadline.

u‘

Use this box to create crteria that need more of a scale to
measure their success.

Again, the first one has been done for you.

Below Expectations Meets Expectations Exceeds Expectations
| used and evaluated || used and evaluated | used and evaluated
S 3 or fewer sources 4-4 sources 7 or more sources
I
>_ MEASURING SUCCESS
*  Which criterion will be the hardest to measure?
*  What will you need to do to know you have met this expectation?
* How will you show others?




CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS...

My Goal:

My Global Context:

FORM

What will it lcok like?
What materials will |
use? What tools will |
use? What size will it
be? How will it be
assembled?

FUNCTION

What is its purpose?
What will it do? How
easily can it be used?
How easily can it be
maintained?

USER/AUDIENCE

Who is it for2 How old
is the user?2 Whatis
their background?

COST

Is there @ maximum
cost? Is this a time
cost or o material
cost 2

OTHER

What else makes my
project unique?

How will | MEASURE the criteria? How will | gather the data?

<
a4
L]
—
%
O
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MEASURING SUCCESS

Which criterion will be the hardest to measure?
What will you need to do to know you have met this expectation?
How will you show otherse

Driving the project forward

You MUST research in order to successfully complete this project. Look
at Criterion A objectives again to see how you will be assessed on
your research.

- ON-going

Why research? Albert Einstein himself stated, “If we knew what it
was we were doing, it would not be called research, would it2”
(Natural Capitalism, 272)

What and Where?

+ Books « Site visits (museums,

- Magazine Articles efc.)

- Newspaper Articles + Television Shows

- Electronic Databases
- Web Sites

+  Expert people

Collecting information

As you research, record the important details regarding that source
right away. If you create a table like the one below on your computer,
you can simply type (or cut and paste if from the web) what you will
need to do a proper bibliography later.

Author(s) Title Where Publisher Date Type
Published Published
Peter Burion |National New York | National 2003 Print
Geographic Geographic
Bob Caputo Photography
Field Guide

IMPORTANT INFO :

Page 7: 'By adjusting the shutter-speed, you are able to create the impression
of movement or freeze that movement to best suit your needs,’

Neil B. Stress and Accessed | National 2001 Web
Kavey Insomnia Junel4, |Sleep
2014 Foundation

IMPORTANT INFO :

‘Stress causes insomnia by making it difficult to fall asleep and to stay asleep,
and by affecting the quality of your sleep.'

LO)
o
O
2
1
O
%
<
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REMEMBER- People are sources too! Keep track of all your sources using
Harvard.
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EVALUATING RESOURCES

Authority: Accuracy: Currency: Bias:

Who is responsible Is the information  How old is this Is the information

for presenting the  precise, canitbe information andis based on facts,

information? proven and this important? things we can
oy

»Who has written the veritied? » When was the observe-or based

information and can  * s the information
we check their correct?

qualifications?

» Can we check the

. . . more on opinions,
information written? emotions? Is it

from just one

» Has the information point-of-view?

been revised or

» s the information accuracy of updated and if so, » Who hag written the
from an ‘expert’ in information through when? information and can
this field? links, footnotes or we check their

bibliography? qualifications?
» Is the information
from-an ‘expert’in
this field?
y
Source: ‘\“\Q‘ Source:
O G\ Time Magazine, Strong Man, ‘%@‘“ www.paulkagame.com/
W page 26 (Sept 24th, 2012) N
Evidence: Evidence:
(ity. | Well respected magazine world wide. Hy- | Unable to verify who the author of the site
AROHY: ' Been operating since 1923. Alex Perry Aoy is. Ty
article author been with Time for 10 years
't on the Africa. Asi
Middle East. TIME’s Bureau chief at } .
present. ACCUrOCY: | Details can be verified by other sources.
They are factual events that have been
ACCUrOCY: | Main article details are consistent with X : g .
other sources | have read. [OMAO that s fleety avaseiie as
-~ |public record
Curency: | Events recorded are current and regular.

CUTeNCY: | Article is only one month old. published At the time of this evaluation the latest

on September 24th, 2012. article was 4 days old.
Bios: The site records the public appearances

Bics: Article contains statistics that can be of the Rwandan President attends. All

verified with other sources. Well articles are related to positive public
‘researched article, authorrefersto——~~—{interactions and do not show any criticism
severalinvestigations and sources thathe -~ {othis-authority and Presidency.

~ SUMMARY COMMENT: Based on this
evaluation, this source is a credible and

_authentic
~ research.

~consulted in writing his own.

source for me to use in my

~ SUMMARY COMMENT: Based on this

~evaluation, this source Is factual, but
further reading will be required to

__verify information and to obtain a

~ balanced view of the president.

*Refer to the template attached on ManageBac for you.
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A note onreflection: A’@,/e” I i Illg.l
To produce a good final report, you really need to reflect in a meaningful "’”’i"

way. Usereflectionto: ’OII, ”l
o better understand your learningjourney p y Oie”.

o recognise how your research has impacted youmwork

o demonstrate how you have used the ATL skills learned throughout thiproject

\ /
BUT HOW?

Reflecting IN Action

Ask yourself how you dealt with a situation while it was happening. This type of
reflection is often, “done instinctively, while drawing on previous experiences. "
(Bilash, 2009) This type of reflection helps you learn how to think on your feet.

Reflecting ON Action

“Reflection ON action takes place after the event has taken place.” (Bilash,
2009) This kind of reflection helps you build up a catalogue of experiences that
you can use when you and think about what you would do differently if you
could things over again.

How can you start?

Use the following questions to help guide your reflection. This type of reflection
needs to be in your process journal and your final report.

What were my strengths/weaknessese

How have | improved? What can | continue to work on?¢
Which specific ATL skill will allow me to improve?

How effective was the decision | made?

How did | implement my action plan? What needed to change?
What did | learn while researching? How did this change my product/outcome?

u|
u|
u|
u|
0 How realistic was my action plan?g
u|
u|
u]

What would | do next time?2




A maijor part of this process is reflection. Criteria D asks you to:

o present an excellent evaluation of the quality of the product/ outcome
against you criteria

o present excellent reflection on how completing the project has
extended your knowledge and understanding of the topic and Global
Context

o present excellent reflection on your development as an IB learner
through the project.

Here are some prompts for your reflections ... it is always good to
reflect deeper, rather than just on the tip of the iceberg

What | knew before a
* my area ofinterest ~
* my Global Context
* myselfasa Ieorner
~ What | know NOW about:
my area of interest:
what skills did | learn?
what kind of understandlng d|d | gain?
how do | appkoach jlshgd dlfferent[y'?

how would | change my process |f I could?

;}im.p'”rta nt?

how do | answe he quq{ons r.e{ated o my

' text?

ngal Co* ex .yg’
myself qs o] Ieurner - 2
whqt are my“frengfh (i :
where%truggle?

what made this project difficult to finish?




Approaches to Learning

SELF-EVALUATION

Complete for the Supervisor for meeting 3

Occasion

ATL Skills Rarely -ally

Usually Always

1. Communication skills

(i)  exchanges thoughts, messages and information
effectively through interaction

(i) reads, writes and uses language to gather and
communicate information

2. Social - Collaboration skills - Works effectively with
others e.g. contacts supervisor on a regular basis

3. Self-management - Organisation skills - Manages time and
tasks effectively

4, Self-management - Affective skills
(i) Managing student's own state of mind e.g.

(ii) Mindfulness - ability to focus

(iii) Perseverance - persistence

(iv) Emotional management - self regulation

(v) Self-motivation - self talk, positive thinking

(vi) Resilience — bouncing back, dealing with change
5. Self-management - Reflection skills - (re)considering

the process of learning; choosing and using ATL skills e.g. in
process journal cover meetings and processes to complete
product

6. Research - Information Literacy skills - Finding,
inferpreting, judging and creating information

7. Research - Media Literacy Skills - Interacting with media
to use and create ideas and information

8. Thinking - Critical Thinking skills - Analysing and evaluating
issues and ideas

9. Thinking - Creative Thinking skills - Generatfing novel
ideas and considering new perspectives

10. Thinking - Transfer skills - Using skills and knowledge in
multiple confexts

Supervisor Notes: Please include any recommendations/feedback/actions necessary for the student
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Writing the Report

“A report is a spoken or written account of something observed, heard,
done or investigated. A report aims to inform, as clearly and succinctly as
possible.” (IBO, p4é)

Your Personal Project Report must:
« Show your engagement with your project

« Summarise the experiences and skills that you wrote about in your
process journal.

* Be organised into identifiable sections following those of the Criteria:
A - Investigating
B - Planning
C - Taking action
D - Reflecting

¢« Include evidence for ALL the strands in all four criteria.
* Ensure it is no more than 3500 words long.

The format:

Your report can vary in format depending on the resources you have and
your own interests. You also need to consider your leaming preferences and
your strengths. It is so important that, regardless of which format you chose,
that you communicate clearly and concisely in order to reach the highest
grade possible.

Check out the 'task specific clarifications’.

Possible formats for the MYP Personal Project report are divided intofour
main areas: written, electronic, oral and visual.

The report, no matter how creative it is, does not replace the product/
outcome of the Personal Project.

Likewise, if your product is a written piece, such as an essay or novel, this
is separate from the project report; it does not replaceit.

Format Length File Size (and Format)

Written 1,500-3,500 words 20MB (PDF)

(in ENGLISH)

Oral (a recorded format) 13-15 minutes plus 500MB (MP3, MP4|
1000-1200 words

Visual (film) 13-15 minutes plus | 500MB (FLV, M4V, MOV or MP4)
1000-1200 words




THE REPORT

The Structure

You need to address all strands (bullet points) of all four assessment
criteria. You need to make sure evidence of each strand is in the final
report or you will not get credit for that strand. This is a piece of
academic work, make sure it sounds formal.

Each criterion is worth the same amount so your report should address
each one equally; devote about 400 to 850 words for each criterion.
Your title page, contents page, bibliography and any appendices do
not count in your total number of words.

Refresh your memory about the criteria and the strands in this guide. Refer to
the mark bands in each criteria to make sure you are addressing each strand
in enough depth. The task specific clarifications will be VERY useful — make sure

you use them, together with the specific command terms (also in the
appendix)

Elements of the Report:

Process Journal Exiracts

Process Journal Extracts

You need to select a maximum of 10 extracts from your Process Journal
to show how you have addressed specific strands of each criterion.
Check ManageBac for more help.

Make sure you refer to your extracts in the body of your report. If you
have included something as an appendix, it must be talked about in the
report. The same goes with your bibliography

Go through your process journal and mark entries that highlight specific
ATL skills. Use the grids on in this guide and the checklist self-assessment
to help you figure out which ATL skills you may want to reference and
write about choose carefully and seek advice from your supervisor.
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CRITERION A: Investigating

o define a clear and highly challenging goal and context for the

Q) project, based on personalinterests

| o identify prior leaming and subject-specific knowledge thatis

l\ consistently highly relevant to the project

o demonstrate excellent research skills.

goal and context for the project, based
on personal interests

« My goal was to...
» This project challenged me by......
* The Global Context for my project was......

+« | selected this strand of this Global Context
help drive my project........

« Itrelates to my project because....

Identify prior learning and subject-
specific knowledge that is consistently
highly relevant to the project

« Forseveral years, | have been interested
INeiaas

« Prior to starting this project, | have been
involvedin .........

Demonstrate excellent research skills.

* The types of sources | consulted
included......

* | chose tointerview the Music teacher at my
school, Ms. Anne Drouet, since she has a
BFA in Music from Oxbridge College, years
of experience in the recording industry, and
writes and performs her own music...

* | used this website because the company
who hosts it run by renowned experts in their
field according to .........

Report-wrifing: Matching ATL
Sample sentences
Define a clear and highly challenging = Affective

ex. Develop mental
focus and overcome
distraction
(mindfulness)

o Collaboration
ex. Delegate and share
responsibility

= Creative thinking

ex. Use brainstorming
and diagrams to
develop new ideas

= Critical thinking
ex. |[dentify obstacles
and challenges

= Organisation
ex. Keep an organised

set of notes
ex. Plan out major steps

= Reflection
ex. |dentify strengths and
weaknesses
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CRITERION B: Planning

o develop rigorous criteria for the product/outcome
@ o present a detailed and accurate plan and record of the

l\ development process of the project

o demonstrate excellent self-management skills.

product/outcome

* In order to fully evaluate my product, |
developed the following criteria.......

* Budget was an important factor so | set
this level as meeting expectations.....

Present a detailed and accurate plan
and record of the development
process of the project

*  Within my process journal, see
Appendix....., | showed.........

+ To effectively manage my time, | planned
backwards from the exhibition date by...

« When | recorded.....in my process journal,
| realised that...............

* | decided to use these headings for my
action plan ... in order to ...

demonstrate excellent self-
management skills

+ | became quite frustrated when...... so |
decided to .....

* One of my contacts was very hard to
reach which caused some stress, |
overcame this by ....

« When under pressure | ....

Report-wrifing: Matching ATL
Sample sentences
Develop rigorous criteria for the o Affective

ex. Develop mental focus
and overcome
distraction (mindfulness)

o Collaboration
ex. Delegate and share
responsibility

o Creative thinking

ex. Use brainstorming and
diagrams to develop
new ideas

o Critical thinking
ex. ldentify obstacles and
challenges

o Organisation

ex. Keep an organised set
of notes

ex. Plan out major steps

o Reflection
ex. ldentify strengths and
weaknesses




CRITERION C: Taking Action

o create an excellent product/outcome in response to the goal,
dl) Global Context and criteria

l\ o demonstrate excellent thinking skills

= demonstrate excellent communication and social skills,

Report-writing: Matching ATL

Sample sentences

Create an excellent product/ o Affective

outcome in response to the goal, ex. Perseverance

Global Context and criteria ex. Resllience

« My productis aresult of ...... o Collaboration

+  When | revisited my Global Context, ex. Manage and resolve
decided to..... conflict

+ Itreflects my new understanding of the a Communication
Global Context because.... ex. Participate and

contribute

ex. Be an active listener
Demonstrate excellent thinking skills
+ Based on this research my project tooka |2 Creative thinking

new direction... ex. Design, create

+ This source helped me decide this by... something new

+ By combining the information from these |o Critical thinking
three sources | was able... ex. Test conclusions

» After my interview with ....... I had a new
perspective / understanding of ......
because...

o Organisation
ex. Meet deadlines

Demonstrate excellent
communication and social skills

*« My mentor meetings allowed me to
practice my social skills since...

* Throughout the project | communicated
in a variety of ways, including: ...
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CRITERION D: Reflecting

o present an excellent evaluation of the quality of the

(xllxoduct/ outcome against his or her criteria

Sz present excellent reflection on how completing the project
has extended your knowledge and understanding of the

topic and Global Context

o present excellent reflection on your development asan 1B

leamer through the project.

Report-writing: Matching ATL
Sample senfences
Present an excellent evaluation of the < Affective

quality of the product/outcome
against your criteria
e In consuliation with my mentor, we

thought that my final product met most of
my cntena in these ways...

e My mentor and | agreed that the product
fell short of these criteria... in these ways...

Present excellent reflection on how
completing the project has extended
your knowledge and understanding
of the topic and Global Context

e ...my knowledge has been extended asa
result of this project in these ways...

e ..my understanding of my Global
Context has developed in these ways...

Present excellent reflection on your
development as an IB learner through

the project.

+ ...developed as an I8 leamer in these

areas...

» ...most challenging experiences
included...

e ..l1am proud of...

o ...iflwere o attempt ¢ similar projectin

the future | would...

ex. Find the causes of my
failures and deal with it
in a constructive way

ex. Practice delaying
gratfification

= Communication

ex. Negotiate ideas and
knowledge with peers
and teachers

o Reflection

ex. Demonstrate flexibility

ex. Consider how you've
changed as a leamer




__/

e are only suggestions

Thes CRITERION B: Planning
CRITERION A: Investigating Strand Evidence
Strand Evidence nge_lopment of  Table of crltgrla showing:
criteria below, meeting and
Define a goal and | Record of mentor exceeding expectations
Global Context meeting to discuss these 1 Page of A4 only
22f55n37in torest ISsues Present a plan and | Action plan which
record of the includes details of
Demonstrate Evidence of source development reflection gpd evidence
research skills analysis and evaluation process of competition. 1 Page of
A4 only
Demonstrate Present evidence from ) trat if : )
research skills your survey in graph form emonsate se . Evidence of setting up
management Skills mentor meethS,
interviews. Could be
[”:I choose carefully emails.
CRITERION D: Reflecting CRITERION C: Taking Action
Strand Evidence Strand Evidence
Present an Show how you Create a product/ | Could be photographs
evaluation of your |evaluated your product/ outcome in of product
product/outcome | outcome against your response to the development, or other
against your criteria, could be goal, Global record progress.
criteria another table Context and
criteria
Present how Record of mentor
completing the meeting to discuss these Demonstrate Show how you used your
project has ISsues. thinking skills research, survey
extended your information, sources or
knowledge of A journal page showing interviews to develop
the topic how research extended your product/outcome.
knowledge.
Demonstrate This could be the same
Present a reflection | Pages from your process communication evidence as the self-
on your journal (add a title and social skills management emails or
development as an |identifying the attribute as the survey results.
IB learner of the learner profile of

the ATL). M
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The following grade levels boundaries are used to assess student

achievement: Grade

Boundaries

A pass for the IBis a level 3, for
AlA we look for a level 4 and
above to see you are fully
prepared for the rigor of the IB
Diploma programme.

3 10-14
2 6-9
| 1-5

Final Submission Checklist

ol have a cover page and table of contents and a Bibliography using
Harvard formatting
with URL.

o | have added my 10 Process Journal extracts as appendices to my
report.

o | have referred to these appendices in my report.

o | have added evidence of my project completion as an appendices. Up to 5
photos/screen shots or 30 seconds maximum video/audio

o | have numbered the pages of my report.

o | have filled in, signed & submitted the Academic Honesty Form to my
supervisor with my report.

o My report has been saved in the right format.

o | have uploaded all required documentation onto ManageBac




Project report checklist

Criterion A
INVESTIGATING

o | have stated a clear and highly challenging goal for the project

o | have explained, in depth, my personal interest in the topic

o | have clearly explained my understanding and application of the Global Context
o | have clearly identified and explained relevant prior learning

o | have explained the relevant subject-specific knowledge gained

o | have given evidence of my researching, and the variety of sources consulted
(reference in your report)

Criterion B
PLANNING

o I have included my design specifications for my product
o | have included/discussed and shown evidence of my detailed plan and record
for the project development.

o | have included discussion and evidence on my fime management
(journal)

Criterion C

TAKING
ACTION

o My product is the best | could have done ... it is AWESOME © ...

o | have explained the success of my product in representing my chosen Global
Context in detail and depth

o My product has effectively fulfiled my goal.

o | have shown evidence of (excellent) thinking skills (journal)

o | have discussed, in detail, my communication and social skills — supervisor and
mentor/public interaction, and shown evidence (give examples... journal)

Criterion D

REFLECTING

o | have evaluated the quality of my product against the design specifications in
great detail

o | have reflected, in great detail, on how completing my project has extended my
knowledge and understanding of the topic.

o | have reflected, in great detail, on how completing my project has extended my
knowledge and understanding of the Global Context.

ol have described and reflected, in great detail, on my development as an IB learner
throughout the project

o | have discussed, in great detail, the IB learner profile.

Other

o | have followed the required structure of the report

o | have included the IB Academic Honesty form with my report

o | have uploaded the required documents and my project proof onto
ManageBac

o | have selected 10 extracts from my journal that reflect my development of the
above criteria and included them in an appendix (refer to them in your report)

o | have clearly labelled all items to be submitted (including CG)
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Appendix

APPENDIX 1: Academic Honesty

Access to information from the Internet, web-based learning communities, use of mentors and

informal information sharing between students has made it increasingly tempting and simple for

you to rely on the work of others. It is important, as a learner, that you develop the confidence to

form your own opinions and ideas and recognise other people’s academic contributions as a

building block to your learning.

As such, it is important for you to:

1.

develop an understanding of the importance of producing authentic work and what is
meant by plagiarism. This is work where, as students, you have developed your own ideas
and the ideas of others are properly acknowledged. Authentic work is written in your own
language and all sources, be they quotes, passages, diagrams or photos, etc. are fully
acknowledged.
recognise behaviour that can be defined as malpractice. This includes:

« Plagiarism: representing another’s work or ideas as your own

« Collusion: one student’s work is copied and submitted by another. This may or may

not be deliberate on the part of both students and needs to be distinguished as such.

understand how best to use the support of teachers and parents. It is recommended that
you prepare and submit all work without assistance and ask for suggestions of areas of
improvement.
have an understanding of the internet as a source of information. It is an important
academic skill to be able to make selective use of secondary information for the purpose of
completing school work and properly acknowledging these sources.
understand the concept of intellectual property rights and that all published material falls
under a category of protection such as patents, frademarks, copyright and moral rights and
as such is protected by law.

to be encouraged to use the style of referencing adopted by the school.



APPEN DIX 2: Tips from previous candidates ...

Choose a topic you are passionate about

+ Choose a goal that can be achieved in the time

* Read the guide and follow instructions. Highlight the most important information

+ Focus on only ONE Global Context before you decide on a goal. Keep the Global Context in mind
throughout the project

*  Meet your supervisor as often as possible — at least keep to the fortnightly scheduled/recorded
meetings

«  Ask your supervisor for meetings — it is not their responsibility to chase you.

+ Talk to you supervisor regularly. Listen to them, follow their advice and directions ... they are the
experts in the project process

* USE YOUR JOURNAL - record EVERYTHING. It will make writing the report so much easier.

+ Use your adlloted time well —it's good to have the support of your PC teacher to discuss and explain
things

+ Start working on your project straight away

+ Use the summer holidays to get the bulk of the product (project) completed

+ Do alot of research before you start to work on the product

+ Set yourself ‘Personal Project fime' each week

+ Take advantage of homework-free days and holidays to get the work done. Use fimes when you
don’'t have lots of assignments to do

+ Draw up a detailed plan and keep to it — make adjustments and modifications as needed.

+ Don’t procrastinate

+ Meet all deadlines — including the draft deadlines

*  Make sure you have EVERYTHING backed up ... computers do crash, journals and USB’s get lost ...

+ A mentor (expert in the area of your product) can be helpful ... someone other than your supervisor.

+ Break the project down into stages — work on them bit by bit. You cannot be successful if you try and
do it all at once, especially at the last minute

+ HAVE FUN while you learn about something you are interested in and passionate about.

+ Create something YOU can be proud of!

+ It's OK to change your goal statement and design specifications if you NEED to but be aware of the
fime you have left o complete the product ... and record it in your journal

+ Theroundtable exhibition is a good indication of how you are going

+ JOURNAL ... document and keep records of EVERYTHING ... this is the key to your success

Feel free to talk to Year 10 students about their experiences.



